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OUR COMMON PASSION



AWARENESS

RESPONSIBILTY

COMMITMENT



 Honorary members:  6 men - 0 women

 Executive Committee: 6 men - 0 women

 Executive Council: 6 men - 1 woman

 President’s Advisory Council – 6 men – 0 women

 Board of Directors: 31 men - 2 women

 8 ITTF committees: only 4 female members out of 
64 full members

In 2001
Situation of women leaders at the 

ITTF



SITUATION OF WOMEN AT THE ITTF IN 2002

Where were the women in 
table tennis ?

No women in decision-making positions

No women coaches

No women officials

No! No! No!



Questions 

 How many national associations bring only a men’s team to the 
WTTC?

 How many women participate in ITTF or Olympic Solidarity 
courses?

Do all countries have a national female coach?

 International umpires and referees? What is the ratio of 
participation of female and male IUs at world events?  



International Table Tennis Federation

Women’s Working Group



STRATEGIES

From Awareness

to Education

to Participation

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FORUMS



STRATEGIES

CONTINENTAL WOMEN’S FORUMS



STRATEGIES

Reserving a post for a 
woman in the 
Executive Committe

Inviting more women to the 
AGM

Having the Constitution changed 
for more women in Committees 
and Commissions



STRATEGIES

WOMEN’S COURSES AND FEMALE COURSE CONDUCTORS

Afghanistan

Algeria

Argentina

Serbia

Botswana

Congo

Costa Rica

India

Egypt

Malaysia

Iran

Siria

Sri Lanka

Trinidad & 
Tobago

Tunis



UMPIRES & REFEREES

• Striving for 50% at all 
ITTF events

• 50-50 at the 
Paralympics



FOR OUR ATHLETES

• WTTC – equal hospitality 
rule in 2003

• Equal participation in OG, 
Pro Tour Finals, World Cup, 
WJC etc

• Mentoring through 
meeting with players

• Improved competition 
schedule

• Improving marketing 
possibilities



EQUAL  PRIZE  MONEY

For all “ITTF” events since 2006



STRATEGIES

MEDIA  AND  MARKETING

 Improving the image of  
our players

 Reserving a Media 
scholarship for a woman

2007 - ITTF FASHION CONTEST

Women’s World Cup - Chengdu - China





LAUSANNE NETWORK FOR WOMEN IN  
SPORT

NEXT IWG CONFERENCE – FINLAND 2014

June Canavan Scholarship





THANK YOU Lila_de_soysa@bluwin.ch


