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It is with deep regret that we announce that Andy Seward, Chairman of the ETTA, passed away today (January
15, 2014).

Andy became Chairman of the ETTA following an election in early 2013 and took over the post in July 2013. His
arrival co-incided with what was probably the most challenging time in the history of the sports national
governing body.

The ETTA had failed to secure long-term funding from Sport England and an independent review had shown that
the ETTA and the sport were in need of a radical overhaul.

Andy approached this task with dedication, determination and a commitment to ensure that table tennis was
put firmly ‘back on the right course’. He set about making fundamental changes to the structure of the
organisation; the administration of sport in the regions; the relocation of head office in a purpose-built central
building; and introduced major changes to the governance of the sport.

Sara Sutcliffe, CEO of the ETTA, said: “In a short period of time as the ETTA Chairman, Andy made a major
contribution to the future of English table tennis. He had a vision to make the sport and the ETTA, as its governing
body, fit for the 21st century.

“To that end, he worked tirelessly and laid the foundation for the future. The sport of table tennis and the ETTA
are indebted to him.

“He had spent a life time involved in table tennis as a player, umpire, volunteer and representative, but it is likely
that the work he has achieved as Chairman of the ETTA will be his lasting legacy and of long-term benefit to the
sport and all who participate in it.

“We are all deeply saddened to have lost a trusted friend and a valued colleague. It is now our responsibility to
him to continue the work he was so passionate about and to ensure that his vision for the future of English table
tennis becomes a reality.”

For further information when known, please contact Rob Sinclair on 01424 456208 or e-mail: rsinclair@etta.co.uk
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